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MUSIC MAKES MEANING MEMORABLE
Newquay Primary Languages

These notes summarise the main points of today’s workshop and provide you with the links to some of the resources.

Music, rhythm and song can play a fundemental role in helping you to deliver your language lessons and your pupils to engage with what you are doing.

All languge is ‘musical’ in essence. It has both rhythm and pitch. 

Each language has its own easily recognisable rhythm and pitch. You can speak goobledygook in the style of any language and still ‘recognise’ that it ‘sounds’ as if it is Spanish, Chinese etc

Songs and raps help to EXAGGERATE both rhythm and pitch, to magnify them so that the ‘sound’ of a language is easier to assimilate.
EXAGGERATION is a key component of learning a new language. Adding music to your lessons will help to create a comfortable, fun and motivating environement that enables SOUND and MEANING to be MEMORISED.

Music has a unique power to shift your pupils’ moods in ways that your words do not. 
“If you want to lift dejection, gotta give your lessons a MUSIC injection!”

Begin your lessons with a rhythmic/musical/singing warm-up. Through Call & Response exercises, get pupils to respond as ONE VOICE to the language you say/sing.

(If you get the opportunity, attend a regional SING UP leaders training course)

Moi, j’aime chanter en Français

   (boogie, woogie, woogie)

Robert le Roux, Rosie la Rose

(French/Spanish/German) Haka

Upside-down thinking
Tip 1: 

Rhythm before tunes – teach the rhythm of a song before it’s tune. Use the rhythm of a backing track before making up a tune to go with it.
Tip 2: 

Pronunciation before meaning – Use songs to highlight good pronunciation before focusing on meaning
Tip 3: 

Great music BEFORE vocab – make sure your material is great MUSICALLY before focusing on whether it covers the right language.

Tip 4: 

Find great backing tracks

Add your own content 

Backing tracks are a GREAT way of getting a quality ‘music injection’! 

· They are of a very high musical quality

· They have strong rhythmic content

· They can be used again and again, in whole or in part, to practise any language in any topic. They are ‘empty vessels’ that can carry whatever you like.

· They can be used across the curriculum, not just in languages – 30+ uses for the price of one = YOUR TIME/EFFORT efficient
Tip 5: 

You can use the same backing tracks for lots of topics

Sources of Backing Tracks
Audio Network – Professionally Produced music for TV/film

http://www.audionetwork.com/
Many LEAs have licenses for Audionetwork tracks. Log on when in school via 
http://audio.lgfl.org.uk
to get tracks for free. They only cost 0.83p per track though. 
These 10 Audionetwork Backing Tracks will get you started
1. ANW1078_08_Mischief
2. ANW1020_08_Ska-Skat
3. ANW1490_02_Tallahassee-Two-Step
4. ANW1518_06_Swing-Dance
5. ANW1012_5_The_Call
6. ANW1301_06_One-Night
7. ANW1395_07_Resilience
8. ANW1065_03_The-Ramshackle
9. ANW1287_05_Mule-Skinner
10. ANW1490_03_Nashville-BBQ
I also use

http://www.karaoke-version.com/
These tracks are a little more expensive, £1.25 but you can select to download them in different keys so are a bit more flexible. They are also backing tracks of well known pop songs so you and/or the pupils should know the tunes.

http://www.guitarbackingtrack.com
There are heaps of tracks here and they are all FREE!
I also very highly recommend Carole Nicoll’s Language Factory materials. A winner of the CILT European Award for Languages, she has whole packs of materials that your school can buy

Raps

Songs to well known children’s tunes

All have a Karaoke versions of the tracks that you could take and add your own words to.

Tip 6: 

You don’t need a full 3 minute track or song to make your point

Clip ‘bits’ of music to support parts of your lesson. 

Learn how to use a simple sound editing software.

Audacity  or  Wavepad
Finally, look for songs that you can use not just for the language content but to teach phonic patterns.
The song we did last, “Je ne peux pas chanter en français” was one I wrote myself and you can find out more about the pack of materials including this song that I will be releasing hopefully in early May by signing up for free at

www.souffler.co.uk
There are some ideas upon how to use some well known songs on You Tube videos to teach phonics on my blog. Below are listed all of the blog articles I have written on this topic.

Each heading is a direct link to the article to make it as easy I can for you to find out more about these ideas.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share ideas with you that I passionately feel will help lighten your own teaching loads and inject much fun, laughter and results into your lessons. 
Amusez-vous bien!

Souffler blog posts on using songs and music

Mon Serpent Vert & Adams Family
KARAOKE
J'aime pas l'anglais
Pudding à l'arsenic
Inspecteur Gadget intro song
Dare Dare Motus or Danger Mouse!
Noddy - Oui Oui
Jean Petit qui Danse
French Gypsy Manouche - Les yeux noirs & Thomas Dutronc
MFL singing training
MFL singing KS2/KS3 - Sing Up translations
Links between singing leading and language teaching
Using audio editing software to help exploit songs in language lessons
Garageband, songs, music, languages: A cross-curricular mix
Practising language to clips of tunes
KS2 KS3 Mfl singing project
New Song
Rap des couleurs
Backing Tracks to introduce or practise language
Some singing warm up ideas
New song packages
A French Christmas Carol
Teaching any subject using musical support
Lesson starters - some thoughts
Sing your own FL songs to well known tunes
Mixcraft - the Windows Alternative to Garageband
Oldham Primary Languages Conference 2011
Mmmm! French today! Wahay!
Using foreign language songs to teach pronunciation
A song to showcase the French Imperfect Tense
Using foreign language songs to teach pronunciation (2)
Using foreign language songs to teach pronunciation (3)
FL song sharing Wiki
How to write your own songs for language teaching
Song for sports and opinons + a game idea
Using foreign language songs to teach pronunciation (4)
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