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OLDHAM PRIMARY LANGUAGES – JANUARY 22nd 2011 

MARK PURVES

www.souffler.typepad.com Twitter @markpurves 

email souffler.uk@gmail.com
This is a digest of the morning singing session I did at the Oldham Primary Languages conference together with a summary of the afternoon workshops.
I have pasted all of the key weblinks covered. 

Unfortunately, I can’t post the music as it is subject to copyright. There are links however to enable you obtain it for yourselves.

Morning Session


42 carat plonker successful language learning!

Unless you encourage pupils to feel comfortable about looking and sounding silly as they begin learning a language, they are less likely to be willing to take the risks necessary to become effective linguists. You too have to be willing to look and sound a complete plonker!

“Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks”
Essential to engage pupils emotionally with lesson content. Singing / rapping are great ways to do this. The primary reason for using songs is less for content and much more to develop pronunciation and oral confidence.
A central theme from what I do is that all teachers would benefit from building up a stock of music tracks they can use to create their own lesson soundtracks. These can be used to revise/teach/learn any topic in any lesson

across the curriculum but are very effective in language learning
Web sources for backing tracks are

Audionetwork – this is a professional site for high quality music production. Tracks from here feature on many TV programmes. Many LEAs have negotiated free access to content on this site if you login from a school participating in their licensing contract with these LEAs. To check if your LEA has such a contract, go to 

http://www.audionetwork.com/faq/20
You can also try logging in from your school at this address 
http://audio.lgfl.org.uk
If your LEA has an account, you should be able to access the site via your local grid and download tracks for free. 
At the end of this document, I list some of the tracks I use in this presentation which I have found to work well.

The presentation was divided into 3 sections

1. Lesson Starters and vocal warm-ups
2. Using music to teach/practise lesson content
3. A look at phonic songs
Lesson Starters
Call-Response model. Pupils have to answer as one voice. Focuses whole class attention. Group responses enable all to participate with confidence. Warms-up pupil voices and ‘switches’ them onto the sounds of the language ready for the lesson.
Vowel warm-ups: The French/Spanish/German Haka – add consonants in front as well. Do both loud and gentler versions. The silent vowel Haka makes them concentrate on their mouth shape as they pronounce.

Language aerobics – find any backing track with a strong rhythm: I use boogie-woogie piano tracks. Repeat parts of body to the beat. Do lots of weird and wonderful actions! Vary voice pitch to warm-up vocals ie: say ‘cheveux’ but voice goes up in pitch as you lift yourself up with your hair/let yourself down etc.
Set very simple phrases to a backing beat. You can find a load of free backing beats by downloading the trial version of Mixcraft, a similar product to Apple’s Garageband. Garageband itself has many. I have put a post on my blog site here or you can go straight to the Acoustica Website and look at Mixcraft in more detail on the Products Tab.
The example I gave you was ‘Moi, j’aime chanter en français’ and you can download the backing tracks here and here.
Vary pitch and vary speed of the backing beat and tune by using Audio Editing software. Children love the challenge of trying to sing something ever faster!
Wavepad – Windows version  Mac Version
Audacity – Windows version   Mac Version    
A useful and free media player is VLC as it has controls allowing you to playback certain parts in a continuous loop or speed up and slow tracks down. 
VLC for Windows    VLC for Macs
Using Music to teach lesson content
I used to consider ‘songs’ as a way of dressing up a topic. So, you had to find a song on ‘fruit and veg’ or ‘classroom objects’. The problem was that, because most of the topics were inherently boring, it took a musical and creative genius to turn them into something exciting. There are some notable exceptions. One of the best and earliest examples of great songwriting for languages was the Chanterelles tape produced for the Mary Glasgow Arc en Ciel course published in the 1970s. 
With a nod to topics, they focused on music to teach structure with songs such as “Pas de Problèmes” to teach je n’ai pas de + noun. The music was very good too.

Sadly a lot of songs written for language learning are poor musically and with today’s musically sophisticated Ipod generation, frankly infantile. 

That is one of the reasons I encourage language teachers to begin with professionally produced backing tracks that they can use to practise any words, structures to on any topic. Get the music right, and the rest follows.

In this second part of the presentation I showed how a simple dialogue completed in the very first stages of learning French can be turned into an ‘event’ that pupils, in my experience, clamour to do again and again because they love the music.

You can download the ‘Henry Hunky’ sketch here.

The backing track I used for this was from the Audionetwork site.

The track code and weblink is ANW1078_08_Mischief
The Simpsons Family song, the Smartboard file for it and the pdf file are here
We looked at 2 simple summaries of work done on birthdays, dates and the same on families. Each had 3 different tunes to practise different parts. Here is the pdf of the pages. The first track was from Audionetwork ANW1065_03_The-Ramshackle, the second the track already mentioned, ANW1078_08_Mischief and the third was a Karaoke version of the Stereophonics track, Dakota. This is an example of taking a great, well know tune and simply putting your own lyrics to it. The track can be purchased from the Karaoke Version site for about £1.27 at current dollar/sterling rates.
Phonic Songs

Finally, I showed you an example of a phonic song written as part of a Sing Up MFL and Singing Transition project with a cluster of primary schools and their Secondary school. 

The song demonstrates some key aspects of what makes a successful song for languages

i) It has a great tune

ii) It’s easy to learn

iii) It has a bit of humour

iv) It has an identifiable character in it expressing emotion so that pupils can easily latch onto meaning
v) There is a lot of repetition

vi) You can do actions to help memorise the language

vii) It practises an absolutely core structure, the second verb infinitive with ‘je peux …/ je ne peux pas’
viii) It develops pronunciation as it integrates many different ways of expressing the French acute accented ‘e’ sound with other similar sounding phonemes.

The pdf of the lyrics is here but the whole of the song will be available to purchase off the www.souffler.co.uk site together with a full teaching pack to help you use it. Please sign up to this site if you wish to be informed when it and other songs become available.

I have had to leave out a lot of material I would have liked to include but much of this will be posted on the www.souffler.co.uk site soon and much of it will be free.

Recommended links

Have a look at  http://www.language-factory.co.uk/ if you are not yet aware of Carole Nicoll’s materials. Very Highly recommended and all songs and raps are available in French, Spanish, German, English
In the afternoon workshop session I showed how a fantastic piece of software called Task Magic, can be used to generate many games and worksheets from a simple input of texts, dialogues, songs, sound and picture files. I know that many Secondary Language Teachers have this piece of software at the top of their shopping lists. It will save you hours of work.
I will be posting examples of how TM can be used to teach songs effectively on my websites soon.

You can download a trial version here
Another source of free backing tracks can be found at 

www.GuitarBackingTrack.com for example Achybreaky Heart, annoying but easy to sing your own songs to!

Other Tracks I have used from the Audio Network site

ANW1146_36_Superman-2
ANW1020_08_Ska-Skat
ANW1424_02_Roaring-Twenties
ANW1490_02_Tallahassee-Two-Step
ANW1518_06_Swing-Dance
ANW102_5_The_Call
Finally, if you feel that you do not have the time or the skills to put together a package of songs and backing tracks for you to use in school, I can be commissioned to produce this for you.
Contact me at souffler.uk@gmail.com to find out more about what I could offer. 

Contact me on this email too for information about other training opportunities.

Have Fun!

Mark Purves
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